performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) with fluorescence detection) for arginine vasopressin (AVP) (Pliska et al. 1971) . We have used in our AVP radioimmunoassay, the antibodies described earlier (Möhring & Möhring 1975; Möhring et al. 1977 ) which exhibit a very low level of cross-reactivity with 'non-vasopressin' peptides present in the neurohypophysis (North et al. 1978 ).
We report in this communication, comparison between assay results of a commonly used bioassay (Dekanski 1952 (Pliska & Krejci 1966 (Beardwell et al. 1975; Fyhrquist et al. 1976; North et al. 1978; Robertson et al. 1973; Thomas & Lee 1976; Wagner & Franz 1977) .
The purity of an AVP preparation will also strongly influence the quality of the iodinated AVP used as a tracer in a RIA procedure. It 
